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 We like to say that we are 
ñdrawn in by graceò to be the church 
here in Westfield.  In the past year, as I 
have gotten to know you, I have asked 
individuals the same question:  ñWhat 
drew you to this church?ò knowing that 
Godôs grace comes in many different 
forms. 

 And while the answers have 
been different in appearances, there is 
a common theme to all of them:  the 
people.  ñI know someone from my 
book group, or my street, or the kidsô 
school, or the dentistôs office.ò  ñI heard 
your musician at a concert.ò  ñMy par-
ents were married here.ò  Each of us 
was drawn here by a personal  connec-
tion.  That is, somewhere, a person was 
the grace of God for someone else. 

 Being friendly and issuing an 
invitation are two good ways we can be 
the grace of God in the life of others.  
Another way we can do it is by working 
together to be a place where the grace 
flows freely.  Have you ever thought 
what it must be like to come to this 
church for the first time?  There is a 
beautiful solid sign on the front lawn.  
Have you ever tried to read it while 
driving by?  We have ample parking 
behind the church.  Have you ever 
stepped out of your car and wondered 
which door you would approach if you 
had never been here before?  When 
was the last time you had to think 
about leaving your baby in a nursery?  
Have you noticed that for the last year 
our Cribbery has shared space with the 
teenagers and adults who are vesting 
for the service? 

 These are just three examples 
of where the sweet pull of Godôs grace 

might get impeded as we strive to be the 
church in a culture that sometimes wonders 
whether ñchurchò is a positive value.  But 
those of us who come here know that being 
the church is not only a positive value, it is 
the way for our individual lives to respond to 
the wonderful gift of being loved and valued 
by God. 

 This year, we are making important 
changes to the way we inform ourselves to be 
the church in the world.  As you read this 
Newsletter, you will find new vocabulary for 
established practices (Sunday School is now 
Christian Formation ) and new openings for 
ministry and leadership (have you ever 
wanted to read a lesson or carry a candle?).  
Throughout this month there will be oppor-
tunities to make the way our church appears 
show how positively we value the relation-
ships that are formed here.  Please see how 
you can join us as we are drawn in by grace, 
so that we may reach out in love. 

 Nancy Webb Stroud+  

Finding the Grace  

BLESS YOUR 
BACKPACK!  

 
 On Sunday, September 5, 
come to worship at ONE 
service at 9:00 a.m. and 
bring your backpack (or 
blackberry, or briefcase, or 
hammer or other symbol 
of your work) and we will 
offer a Labor Day blessing 
on our employment.    
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Frequently Asked Questions  

Whatôs new?  Children and youth over the age of three are welcome in worship.  There will be a special 
service of the Word for children aged 4 -7 during the first part of the 10 am service.  After the 10 am service, 
there will be Christian Formation for ALL ages.  

Is anything unchanged?  Our 8 a.m. service will continue to be the Holy Eucharist, Rite I with hymns.  
Our 10 a.m. service will continue to be Holy Eucharist, Rite II with hymns and choral music.  All children 
and youth will be in church for Holy Communion.  We will offer Christian Formation (Sunday School) for all 
of our children and youth.  

Whatôs this about 9:45?  Please arrive by that time to vest, if you are an acolyte or Lay Eucharistic Min-
ister, or to mark your reading, or if you have other business before the service.  Choir members are asked to 
be here even earlier (by 9:15, please)!  Otherwise, just know that the procession begins at 10:00 a.m.   

If I stay for Adult Formation, is there child care?  We are planning to provide care for infants 
through 3  year olds from 9:45 ï 11:45, but know that children of any age are ALWAYS welcome in worship.  

What about coffee hour?  Time for coffee (or juice), food and fellowship will be incorporated into Chris-
tian Formation Classes and served in each location.   

Is there really enough time to do all of these different things?  This year, for those attending the 10 
am service, a full Sunday morningôs program will require about an hour and forty-five minutes (a little 
more if you are serving as a worship leader).  This is the same amount of time that was scheduled last year 
for our Sunday School children and youth ðand just a little more for adults who are not bringing kids to 
church with them. Know that if you cannot be here for everything, you are always welcome for as long as 
you can stay. 

A Map of Sunday Mornings, 2010 - 2011  

Time  Children  

birth to 3 years  

Children  

4 to 7 years  

Children and 
Youth to 16 years  

Youth and 
Adults 16 & over  

8:00 am  

Holy Eucharist, Rite I  

 

Church Church Church Church 

9:45 am Cribbery Church Church 

or Preparing to  

lead worship 

 

Church 

or Preparing to 
lead worship 

10:00 am  

Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

The Liturgy of the Word  
(Lessons, Sermon, Prayers of 

the People) 

Cribbery Process to 

Childrenôs Word 

In the Cribbery  

for Lesson of the 
Day and Prayers 

Church Church 

@ 10:25 

(at the Peace) 

The Liturgy of the Table  

Cribbery 

Or parents may 
bring little ones to 
Holy Communion  

Church 

Return at the Peace 
for Holy  

Church Church 

11:05 -11:45  

Christian Formation  

for all ages  

Cribbery Christian Formation  

Sunday School 

Christian Formation  

Youth Room  

Upstairs 

Christian  

Formation  

St. Margaretôs 
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Sunday School is now Christian Formation  

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

29  30  31  1  
9:30 AM   Bible 

Study  
12:00 PM   Holy 

Eucharist & Healing  
7:00 PM   O.A.  

2  
7:30 PM   N.A.  

3  4  

5  
9:00 AM   Sunday Ser-

vice & Backpack  
Blessing  

10:30 AM   Parish  
Picnic & Ministry Fair  

6  
7:00 PM   A.A.  

7  
6:30 PM   Pre-K 

Parent Orientation  

8  
9:30 AM   Bible 

Study  
12:00 PM   Holy 

Eucharist & Healing  
7:00 PM   O.A.  

9  
7:00 PM   Vestry 

Meeting  
7:30 PM   N.A.  

10  11  
10 -2 Formation 
Space Clean -up  
Lunch Provided  

12  
8:00 AM   Holy Eucha-

rist  
10:00 AM   Holy Eucha-
rist & Christian Forma-

tion for all ages  

13  
7:00 PM   A.A.  

14  
1:00 AM   St. Mar-

garet's Guild  

15  
9:30 AM   Bible 

Study  
12:00 PM   Holy 

Eucharist & Healing  
7:00 PM   O.A.  

16  
7:30 PM   N.A.  

17  18  
10:00 AM   Prayer 

Shawl Ministry  
3:00 pm Wedding  

 

19  
8:00 AM   Holy Eucha-

rist  
10:00 AM   Holy Eucha-
rist & Christian Forma-

tion for all ages  

20  
7:00 PM   A.A.  

21  
7:00 PM   Pioneer 

Valley Corridor  
Pre-Convention 

Meeting  

22  
9:30 AM   Bible 

Study  
12:00 PM   Holy 

Eucharist & Healing  
7:00 PM   O.A.  

23  
7:30 PM   N.A.  

24  25  

26  
8:00 AM   Holy Eucha-

rist  
10:00 AM   Holy Eucha-
rist & Christian Forma-

tion for all ages  

27  
7:00 PM   A.A.  

28  29  
9:30 AM   Bible 

Study  
12:00 PM   Holy 

Eucharist & Healing  
7:00 PM   O.A.  

30  
7:30 PM   N.A.  

1  2  

 Take a good look at the page to your left!  There you will find the details of our newly envi-
sioned Christian Formation program.  The need to look through new eyes at how we are formed as 
a Christian people came clear in the last year.  Our Sunday School teachers often mentioned that 
they rarely got a chance to hear the lessons of the day and the sermon.  Our children were often 
showing up ten, twenty, or sometimes even thirty minutes late to their forty -minute classes.  Our 
new rector lamented the fact that it was hard to get to know anyone under eighteen when they 
were in class instead of church on Sunday mornings.  But the most important reason for the 
change came from the answer to this question:  what is the one thing that we do at the Episcopal 
Church of the Atonement that sets us apart from all of the other activities in the lives of our mem-
bers?  The answer is WORSHIP.  Worshipping God together is what makes us different from a so-
cial service agency, or a school, or a service club. 

 We call our program Christian Formation  as recognition that all of us, of every age, are 
continually being formed as Godôs people.  We also call it that because it is easier to convince an 
adult to attend Christian Formation than Sunday School!  Our formation program is designed to be 
age appropriateðall of us are called to worship togetherðbut the questions and conversations 
about our faith are different depending upon your age.  We are excited by the new look of our pro-
gram.  Join us to celebrate it, every Sunday beginning on September 12. 



Sept 2010  4 

 

Join us for Adult Christian Formation  

Every Sunday from 11:05 to 11:45 am  
Ages 16 (10th grade and above)  

Back to Basics:  Four Ways to Know the Church  

The Bible, The Prayer Book, Church History, On -going Mission  

 

Coming in September . . .The Bible  

 An Outrageous Romp 

 ñHelp!  Here I am in the Barnes & Nobleò 

 What page are we on? 

 The Good Book is a big  book 

 

 Participants will be encouraged to bring questions and opinions, and to share 
their ideas while drinking coffee and eating goodies.  Think you know too little?  This 
is for you!  Think you know enough?  See if the discussions beg some questions for 
you!  Think you know too much?  Call Mother Nancy and arrange to facilitate a class! 

 
 Christian Formation for Adults will give us a focus for coffee hour conversa-
tionðbut it wonôt keep us from enjoying the wonderful refreshments we are so happy 
to share together.  Please sign up to host a coffee hour this fall! 

Special Summer Sunday  

September 5 at 9:00 am  

 Worship together in a service that blends 
favorite habits of the 8:00 am and 10 am congrega-
tion.  Following the service, join us on the front lawn 
for a bring -your-own picnic and the opportunity to 
sign up for our many ministries.  

Acolytes 

Altar Guild  

Choir 

Christian Formation  

 Registration for those under 18 

 Facilitators and helpers sign-up 

Coffee Hour hosts 

Community Table 

Habitat Team 

Holy Folders 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers  

Prayer Shawl Knitters 

Readers 

Receptionists 

Formation Space Clean Up  
 

Join us Saturday, September 11 from 10 amð2 pm 
as we set up for Christian Formation Classes from 
the New Cribbery to the St. Margaretôs Guild 
Room.  Lunch  will be provided and strong backs 
are needed! 
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Preparing for Confirmation and Reception 2011  

 
Like us at Facebook.com/The Episcopal 
Church Of The Atonement   
Follow us on Twitter @ECOTAWestfield 
 
 
Friend Nancy on Facebook.com/
Nancy.Webb.Stroud  
And follow her on Twitter @nwstroud 
Read her sermons at www.nwstroud.blogspot.com  

 
 

Music Director  
Joel A. Martin is on facebook too:  

Facebook.com/jazzical 
 
 

The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Prot-
estant Episcopal Church in the United States of America ï
our national church is online at www.episcopalchurch.org 

Social Media  

The Rt. Rev. Gordon Scruton will worship with us on January 16, 2011 at a service of Con-
firmation, Reception, Reaffirmation and Holy Eucharist.  In the Diocese of Western Massachu-
setts, our bishop meets every congregation once every two years for this important service that 
links the ministries of individual parishes with the mission and ministry of the Diocese and the 
Episcopal Church.  Anyone who will be sixteen or older by January and who wishes to make an 
adult affirmation of the faith that was proclaimed for them in Baptism is very welcome to join the 
preparation process.  This program is designed for older adolescents and adults.  Parents of teen-
agers are encouraged to allow youth of this age to choose to make this preparation (or not) remem-
bering that all of us are full members of Christ by virtue of our Baptism.  

This year our preparation will be in three parts.  First, regular attendance and participation 
in worship and adult formation classes is expected.  Second, there will be a program of individual 
mentoring.  Third, there will be opportunities for ministry both inside and outside COTA.  Each 
confirmand will choose three ministries from among several to experience different ways to be part 
of the ministering life of Jesus.  If you are interested in joining in the preparation, call Mother 
Nancy to reserve your place. 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/pages/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Atonement/141005405923989?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/pages/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Atonement/141005405923989?ref=ts
http://twitter.com/ECOTAWestfield
http://www.facebook.com/nancy.webb.stroud?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/nancy.webb.stroud?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/nancy.webb.stroud?ref=ts
http://twitter.com/nwstroud
http://www.nwstroud.blogspot.com
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/pages/Jazzical-with-Joel-A-Martin/141204042106?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/joel.a.martin.jazzical
http://www.episcopalchurch.org
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.twitter.com/
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PANCAKE  BREAKFASTS  

 

Please join us September 19 and 
every 3rd Sunday morning in the 
Great Hall at 9 am  for a pancake 
breakfast.  The proceeds from your 
$5 breakfast go to the Deferred 
Building Maintenance Fund.  Thank 
you for the support youôve shown in 
the past three months.  We are 
pleased to see the fellowship as eve-
ryone breaks bread together.   Thank 
you also to  our hard working angels 
in the kitchen.  Stacey, Eleanor, 
Irene, Dotti, Joan and Phyllis make 
the morning fun.  

Nancy and David Greenwood  

 In August the Vestry received a letter of res-
ignation from David Bucchiere who has served faith-
fully since his election in January, 2010.  According 
to David, ñthis is not about being angry, upset, dis-
gruntled, or wanting to leave.  I love our parish and 
our Rector, and I remain deeply committed. The oc-
casion for my resignation is that I believe the vestry is 
not the best place for me to serve.ò 

We deeply appreciate Davidôs willingness to serve as 
a new member of our parish, representing a new 
viewpoint and a deep commitment to our work to-
gether.  However, we are grateful for Davidôs open-
ness in his discernment process and his honesty in 
recognizing that, although he has many gifts, they are 
not best used in this capacity. I am grateful that our 
parish is the kind of place where people can feel free 
to try out a ministry and to move on to something 
else if it is not right for them.   David has set an exam-
ple for others who may be considering all kinds of 
ministries, and whose gifts we need.  

We know that as Godôs people, each of us is gifted in 
different ways, yet we are all part of one body.  As our 
fall season approaches and we gear up for the new 
program year, I would encourage anyone who is con-
sidering trying out one of the many ministry opportu-
nities we offer to follow Davidôs lead.  Give it a try and 
see how it feels.  If it is not life giving, then talk with 
Mother Nancy who will help you discern the best 
place for you to serve.  There is enough work for all of 
us to do.  Let us serve joyfully. 

According to the Diocesan Canons, if there is a va-
cancy on the Vestry, the Vestry may appoint someone 
to fulfill an unexpired term until the next Annual 
Meeting.  The Executive Committee brainstormed 
together who might be a good person to fill David's 
unexpired term, and agreed that we should first  

A Note from your Senior Warden  

approach Kathy DeJean.  Kathy has been worshipping 
at Atonement since 2006, most often at the 10 a.m. ser-
vice.  Earlier this year she officially transferred to our 
parish from Christôs Episcopal Church in Castle Rock, 
Colorado.  A human resources specialist, Kathy free-
lances and works partime for the U.S. Department of 
Labor.  She has three sons and two grandchildren, and 
a dog whom she loves to walk!  Here at church, she just 
finished editing the Pictorial Directory that will be in 
your hands soon. 

When asked to fill in until our next Annual Meeting, 
Kathy's response was, ñI would be honored.ò  Kathy has 
been appointed by a vote of the whole Vestry (meeting 
by e-mail this August), to the position left vacant by 
Davidôs resignation, until January 2011. She will then 
be free to run for a two or three year term on the Vestry 
if she wishes to.  We are grateful to Kathy for her will-
ingness to step in and give this ministry a try. 

Let us all follow Davidôs lead.  Let us dig in and get our 
hands dirty.  Let us prayerfully consider the work God 
is giving us to do, and let Him lead us.  It is not too 
soon to think about whether you are called to serve on 
the Vestry in the coming year.  This year we will have 
several positions to fill as two other terms are fulfilled.  
Let us be honest with ourselves and each other so that 
we may come together in love and joy to continue mov-
ing forward as a parish. 

Debbie Randzio 


